Brief comment text:

As a user of Meshtastic radios and the project, my concerns mirror those of many. Specifically:

Potential Interference with Unlicensed Bands: NextNav’s proposal may seek priority or exclusive use of frequency bands that overlap with those used by low-power, unlicensed devices like Meshtastic. This could cause interference and degrade decentralized networks, especially in rural and underserved areas where these networks are essential.

Impact on Innovation and Open-Source Projects: Open-source projects like Meshtastic rely on unlicensed spectrum to experiment and innovate. Prioritizing access for companies could stifle innovation and limit the development of alternative communication solutions, curtailing the diversity and accessibility that open-source communities foster.

Public Safety and Community Resilience: Decentralized networks like Meshtastic are crucial during emergencies, providing communication when traditional infrastructure fails. Restricting access to the needed spectrum could weaken public safety and community resilience, particularly in disaster-prone or remote areas.

Equity and Accessibility: Unlicensed spectrum allows individuals and communities to create their own networks without costly licenses or subscriptions. NextNav’s proposal risks raising barriers for small operators, hobbyists, and underserved communities, limiting equitable access to communication resources.

In an environment where we want to encourage innovation and experimentation, favoring private use of the RF commons over public, especially when a great deal of effort has already been invested in public projects, would have the opposite effect.
